All Australian and New Zealand fossil taxa and all world living taxa are revised in the genus
INTRODUCTION
The gastropod genera related to Astraea Roding (Bolma Risso, Astralium Link, Guildfordia Gray, Lithopoma Gray, Pomaulax Gray, etc.) have smooth surfaces or finely to coarsely gemmate sculpture, a very low to very prominent row (or rows) of peripheral spines that in many species are situated on a weak to marked peripheral angulation, and heavy calcareous opercula that place them in the family Turbinidae. They are often included in a separate subfamily Astraeinae (= Bolmidae Delpey, 1942, p. 181) but several typical turbinids have granular sculpture (e.g., Modelia granosa (Martyn), New Zealand; Euninella gruneri (Philippi), South and south Western Australia) and some species of Turbo l.inne have a row of peripheral spines (e.g., Turbo (Batillus) cornutus (Solander in Lightfoot), in which peripheral spines may be absent or small to very large). The opercula of most "Astraeinae" are oval, whereas most Turbininae have circular opercula. The opercula of species of Bolma are oval, circular or intermediate in shape. Apart from the enigmatic Triassic genus Rothpletzella Bohrn, 1895, (Kinght et al. 1960 (Kinght et al. , p.1264 fig. 170, 1) both the "subfamilies" Turbininae and Astraeinae are known earliest in Upper Cretaceous rocks (Knightet al. 1960) . In the absence of any distinguishing shell characters other than that many members have a peripheral angulation, and of any difference in stratigraphic range, and because of the intergrading opercula features, we do not recognise a subfamily for the genera related to Astraea.
